NADIR SHAH
Indians, ordered stagings to be carried by ^ pairs of camels ; on these
stagings he had naphtha and other combustible materials placed, which
were to be set on fire during the battle.1
It was one o'clock in the afternoon when the battle began. Sa'adat
Khan and his scanty force, who formed the Indian right wing, became
heavily engaged with the Persians at Kunjpura. The jazayirchis, who-
were under the command of Fath 'Ali Khan Kayani, had been posted
behind the walls and buildings there, and poured in a destructive fire.2 A
little later on, Khan Dauran's division, which now constituted the Indian
centre, came into action with the Persian centre under Nasrullah. A
wide gap separated Khan Dauran's division from that of Sa'adat Khan
and a similar gap existed between the former and the Indian left wing.
For this reason, none of the Indian leaders had any knowledge of what the
others were doing, and there was thus a complete lack of cohesion and
co-ordination on their side.3 Moreover, so hurriedly had the Indian,
commanders advanced to the attack that they had little or no artillery
with them.
Sa'adat Khan's men were the first to give ground, though they only
did so after sustaining heavy casualties. He himself, surrounded by some
of his followers, bravely continued the fight until his elephant was charged
by that of his nephew, Shir Jang, which had been maddened by a wound.*
Sa'adat Khan's elephant then got out of control, and bore him into the
Persian ranks, where he was made prisoner.5
The Indian centre, under Khan Dauran, fought on bravely, but they,
like Sa'adat Khan's men, were mown down by the rapid and accurate
fire ofihejazayirchis, as well as by that from the zayburaks. The swords-
manship, of which the Indians were so proud, was of little avail against
such methods of fighting ; as 'Abdu'l-Karim remarked : " An arrow
cannot answer zjazayir."* When the Emperor realised that Khan Dauran
»Hanway, Vol. IV, p. 166. Timur, according to ibn 'Arabshah, used this device to scare the-
Indian elephants in 1398 a.d. (see J. H. Sanders's translation, London, 1936, p. 98); as-
Nadir was well versed in Timur's history, he may have copied him upon this occasion.
It is not without interest to compare Firdausi's description of the manner in which Alexander
the Great terrified the elephants in Fur's (i.e., Porus's) army (see The Shahnama of Firdattsi,
transkted by A.G. and E. Warner, London, 1912, Vol. VI, pp. 115 and 116).
1 Fatter J. Tieflenthaler's Beschmbung des Feldmges des Thomas Kulichan, in J. Bernoulli's.
Htstonsch-Geografhische Beschreibung von Hindustan, Berlin, 1785-1787, Vol. II, Part IL,
p. 50.
'Bayan, fol. i8(b).
Ashnb, pp. 182-184, Bayan, fol. 19 (b), Ghulam 'AH Naqavi's 'Imadu's Sa'adat, fol. 31 (a),
and 31 (b).
»For the manner in which Sa'adat Khan was captured, see the Siyar, p. 473, and Irakli's letter-
to his sister, H, de la G.t Vol. II, Part II, p. 359.	•*•*!*
'             l.18 fb).   A vivid, but fanciful, account of the battle is given by Nijabat in his ballad
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